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things, he said:   " Intelligence."   He spoke of a marvellous
intelligence man named	now at Harwich, with whom he
had talked, and who had recently penetrated the German lines,
disguised as a woman, etc. He said the German plan was to
land 40,000 men in one mile of coast. Lighters containing 1,000
men each, to be towed over by destroyers. Gas-shells. Monitors
with 15-in. guns to destroy our coast positions first. He said
we had done an enormous lot within the last few months, but
that six months ago there was nothing, and the original British
plan had been to let the Germans penetrate 20 miles or so before
tackling them. Now the plan was to stop them from landing,
and he thought we should do it. He said they would probably
try two places at once,—here, and near Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Nothing he said altered my view that they couldn't reach the
coast at all. I told him this, and he said he was gkd, but that
all precautions had to be taken.
The Captain said the district was full of spies ; which I thought
exaggerated. He said tennis lawns were inspected as gun
positions prepared, but they had never yet, in digging up a
lawn, found any trace of preparation. I should imagine not.
The buried gun and the prepared emplacement stories show the
inability of staffs to distinguish between rumours probable and
rumours grotesque.
Thursday, June 8th.
Came to London Tuesday morning for the Wounded Allies
' War Fair' at the Caledonian Market. Heavy shower. Great
success. I sold books at M.'s stall. After 5.30, crowds of young
women came to look at books and some to buy. One •well-
dressed man had never heard of Balzac. Demand for Kipling,
Chesterton, Conrad and me. Difficulty of selling autographs.
Enthusiasm for Jepson's " Pollyooly ". Met Pett Ridge and
he looked just Eke an actor. Various estimates of profits of
2 days ; but you can see that the men keep estimates lower than
their hopes. Thus Mr. Henry—£8,000 to £15,000. Selfridge
estimated attendance first day at from 25 to 30,000, I agree.
Yet one man in charge of a gate said that through that gate
alone he estimated that 30,000 people had passed. And so on.
There were not enough goods, nor stalls. The place looked
nearly empty when I arrived, and remained so. It was too big.
I did a very good trade in books, but I brought down prices at
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